
4 www.resourceworld.com May 2009

Ellsworth Dickson, Editor-in-Chief 
Email: editor@resourceworld.com | T: 604 484 3800 | 1 877 484 3800 | F: 604 685 3833

February 2006April 2006

 

May 2009
Volume 7, Issue 5

Co-Publisher
Editor-in-Chief 

Ellsworth Dickson

Co-Publisher
Business Development

Paul Dickson

Contributing Editors
Dr. Edward Schiller

David Duval
Robert Simpson

Contributing Writers
	 Rod Blake • Joel Chury	
	 Jennifer Getsinger • Dennis Hoesgen
	  Eric Hoesgen • Dorothy Hoffert
	 Leonard Melman • Brian O’Hara
	 Thomas Schuster • Tony Simon

 H.R. Tschudi
	

Australian Correspondent
Greg Barns

European Correspondent
Joel Bainerman

Art Director, Design and Production
Jocelyne Laflamme

Circulation
1-877-484-3800

Advertising Manager
 Vancouver, BC
Irene Fournier

1-877-484-3800

Calgary, Alberta
Oil & Gas Advertising

Christine Perrin
403-648-1793

Administrative Assistant
 Rhonda Tobin

Resource World Magazine is published 10 times a year by  
Resource World Magazine Inc.. #709 – 700 West Pender 
St., Vancouver, BC V6C 1G8. ©2002-2009 Resource World  
Magazine Inc., all rights reserved. No part of this 
magazine may be reproduced, in whole or in part, 
without the expressed permission of the publisher. 
Reprints available by request at the above address or 
by emailing: info@resourceworld.com.

Disclaimer:
While every effort has been made to ensure the 
accuracy of information contained in Resource 
World Magazine, and the reliability of the source, the 
publisher in no way guarantees nor warrants the in-
formation and is not responsible for errors, omissions 
or forward looking statements made by advertisers.
Articles and advertisements in Resource World Magazine 
are not solicitations to buy, hold or sell specific securi-
ties; they are for information purposes only.
Opinions and recommendations made by contributors 
or advertisers are not necessarily those of the publisher, 
its directors, officers or employees. Investors should be 
aware that risk is associated with any security, strategy 
or investment and are advised to seek the counsel of 
a competent investment advisor before making any 
investment, or utilizing any information contained in  
this publication.
Subscription, advertising and circulation informa-
tion can be obtained by visiting our website:  
www.resourceworld.com or contacting our offices by 
phone: 1-877-484-3800 or by writing to the address 
below.

Publication Mail Agreement No. 40845066 
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

 Circulation Department
709-700 West Pender Street 

Vancouver, BC Canada V6C 1G8 
Email: info@resourceworld.com

Issn 1712-253
Printed in Canada by Mitchell Press

editor's comments 
El lsworth Dickson 

Nunavut welcomes mineral explorers
On April 15, the Honourable Minister Peter Taptuna, Minister of Mines for the Territory of 
Nunavut, Canada’s newest territory, was the keynote speaker for Nunavut Day in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. The event coincided closely with the tenth anniversary of the creation of 
the territory, which was formerly a part of the Northwest Territories.

Although Nunavut, the capital of which is Iqaluit, is vast and encompasses some 2 million 
square kilometres, its population is only 32,000, 85% of whom have the First Nations language 
of Inuktitut as their first language.

Minister Taptuna pointed out that in 1999, exploration spending in Nunavut was a modest 
$37 million, but has now increased to about $300 million annually involving over 130 mineral 
projects. Metals and minerals of interest include gold, silver, base metals, diamonds and iron 
ore. Projects range from grass roots to advanced developments. In addition, while at a very 
early stage, there may be potential for oil and gas projects. 

For example, Agnico Eagle’s Meadowbank Mine will produce its first gold early next year 
and is expected to recover approximately 350,000 ounces annually. 

Geologically, Nunavut is an attractive region to explore. “Much of the territory is underlain 
by Archean-aged rocks similar to the most productive geology in parts of Ontario, Québec, 
South Africa, Australia and Brazil,” noted the Minister.

Obviously, mineral explorers are keen to obtain geological maps to identify attractive pros-
pects. To that end, “Nunavut is partnering with the federal government in its Geomapping for 
Energy and Minerals initiative that over the next five years is going to put $75 million into 
new geoscience mapping north of the 60th parallel,” said Minister Taptuna. The 60th parallel is 
the southern border of the territory.

He added that the GEMS initiative will have a number of major mapping projects across 
Nunavut, including the Thelon Basin where geologists are hoping to further their understand-
ing of the region, which is a sister basin to the Athabasca Basin in northern Saskatchewan that 
produces much of the world’s uranium.

The Minister wanted to make clear that there is security of mineral tenures in Nunavut under 
the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement, and that with the exception of some minor aboriginal 
land claims still being settled along Nunavut’s border with Manitoba and Saskatchewan, the 
struggle over aboriginal rights are settled. With the exception of warfare, nothing deters min-
eral explorers more than the uncertainty of tenure of their claims.

Minister Taptuna’s predecessor, The Honourable Peter Kilabuk, Nunavut’s first Minister 
Responsible for Mines, stated, “The government of Nunavut will support any resource 
development that is economically viable, that can demonstrate that it will not damage the 
environment, and that any impacts can be managed and mitigated, and can provide substan-
tive and sustainable benefits to the people and communities of Nunavut.”

Stating his territory’s Mineral Exploration and Mining Strategy, intitled Panautit, released 
in 2007, Minister Taptuna said it is, “To create the conditions for a strong and sustainable min-
erals industry that contributes to a high and sustainable quality of life for all Nunavummiut 
[residents of Nunavut].”

He added, “From our smallest communities to the individuals that make up our government, 
most Nunavummiut agree that an economically strong and self-reliant territory will be built 
alongside a strong and sustainable minerals industry.”

If that’s not a welcome mat, I don’t know what is. n


